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Transportation Secretary Bill Nighbert
Named Governor’s Representative For
Highway Safety In Kentucky gam

Secretary Bill Nighbert was recently appointed
Governor’s Representative for Highway Safety in Kentucky.
Secretary Nighbert represents the Commonwealth on various
boards and task forces related to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration. He oversees and administers federal
and state highway safety funds, while implementing
Kentucky’s state highway safety plan.

“It isagreat honor to accept the appointment.
Governor Ernie Fletcher and the Transportation Cabinet place '
highway safety at the core of our mission,” said Secretary
Nighbert.

The Cabinet will work closely with the Kentucky
State Police and other law enforcement agencies, partnering
together for safer roads across the Commonwealth. The Secretarv Bill Nighbert
Transportation Cabinet is committed to highway safety, and rewary SIiNghber
reducing fatalities and injuries.

Department of Transportation Safety

Heads to the Sweet Sixteen
Drive Smart Program Targets Teen Drivers

As high school basketball fansrally behind their favorite team, the Department of
Transportation Safety shares the importance of driving safely. Vehicle crashes are the num-
ber onekiller of young adults. The Department is participating in the state championship
tournament by providing educational materials and airing safety commercials on display
boards during the games.

Since most car crashes are attributed to reckless driving, the Drive Smart campaign
focuses on teens between the ages of 15 and 21. Teens are encouraged to speak up when
they arein the car with friends and do not feel safe. Teens are also reminded to buckle up.
Last year, 65 percent of passenger vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes were not wear-
ing aseatbelt. One of the deadliest occurrencesin any vehicle crash is when occupants get
gected from the vehicle. Kentucky’steen drivers are also involved in 16 percent of total
fatal collisions. The tragedy of teen driver crashes goes well beyond the teen driver and their
teen passengers. These crashes also kill pedestrians and people in other vehicles. Please
share the young driver insert inside with others.
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March madnessis upon us. With basketball tournaments held across the I
Commonwealth and the nation, we are reminded of our carefree youth and the

importance of teen safety. One of the most difficult times as a parent is watching your I

son or daughter drive away for the first time after obtaining their driver'slicense. We |

hope they remember to proceed with caution, observe traffic rules, and buckleup. For |

many teens the price of driving comes at a heavy cost ... their own life. |

|

|
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Nearly half of al teen deaths are attributed to vehicle crashes—more than triple the
number of teen suicides and more than double the number of teen homicides. Kentucky
made tremendous strides with the passage of the Graduated Driver’s License legislation
in 2006. The Department of Transportation Safety is working to reduce fatalities and
injuries on Kentucky’ s roads. Encouraging teen drivers to proceed with caution is vita
to the overal safety of motorists. Please continue to help us make a difference and share
the safety message with young drivers.

Commissioner

Tim Hazletts Highway Safety Advocates Give
RN oe Kentucky Their Highest Ranking

Rain, Sleet or Kentucky earns a“green light” and is recognized as a top-performing state by a
national highway safety advocacy group. Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety iden-
SﬂOW tified Kentucky as one of only 16 green light states and one of only four “Best Perform-
ance States’ inits fourth annual highway safety report. The ranking is based on the pas-

oML :oc of at least two additional highway safety laws in 2006,

weeks the Commonwealth re-
ceived amixed assortment of “From day one of this administration, a principal focus has been to save lives on
&ﬁ:gﬂﬁ?'gg&;&ﬁor' Kentucky’s roadways,” said Transportation Cabinet Secretary Bill Nighbert. “Governor
monitori n% tKe r0ad conditions Fletcher championed three critical pieces of highway safety legislation in 2006. We're
- beginning to see the tangible results of the Governor’ s leadership, with lower highway
fatality numbers. Others around the nation are beginning to take note of Kentucky’'s
Employees from the highway safety initiatives, too, and we' re very grateful for the recognition from Advo-

Divisions of Traffic Assistance [West=chios Highway and Auto Safety.”
and Security, Maintenance and

Operations receive critical in- 2006 was alandmark year in Kentucky with the passage of significant legislation
ez deyN o (el e Recl il including the primary seatbelt law, the quick clearance law to clear crash sites and keep
iiersepleulescCVilERIN traffic moving, and the graduated driver’s license law aimed at reducing the high number

Thisinformation is used to
create real time travel and traf- of fatal crashes among Kentucky teenagers.

fic information for citizens “While there is still much work to do, Kentucky deserves special kudos for pass-
contacting 511. ing several important safety laws in 2006,” said Advocates President Judie Stone.

During the first two “Paramount among them is primary enforcement of Kentucky’s seatbelt law and the ex-
Y A = A T Al Cellent teen driving measures that were adopted. Kentucky now deserves our ‘green’ rat-

tors contacted our 511 system. ing. Congratulations, Kentucky.”

On February 6, the service re- . e . . ,
ceived the highest volume of The “green” rating is the highest of three Advocates' ratings based on a state’s

visitors with 5,027 in one day. adoption of optimal safety laws. A “yellow” Advocates rating signals the need for im-
The average volume per day provement in aparticular state. A “red” rating is assigned when a state falls seriously
during this time frame was behind in safety-related legislation. Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety, based in
PV STIGRGEYe I VOV SRl \\/ashington D.C., is a codlition of insurance, consumer, health, safety and law enforce-
LR CCAIINMUCIECECIN ment organi zations that work together to advocate state and national highway and safety
getting more prepared for a policies. The complete “ 2007 Roadmap to State Highway Safety Laws’ report can be
S eumss, found at: www.saferoads.org.
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Child Passenger Safety Month Wraps
Up In Kentucky

The Department of Transportation Safety focused on Child Passenger Safety
in February. Certified child passenger safety technicians traveled the Common-
wealth coordinating car seat checks in various communities. This free service
educates parents and caregivers on proper usage and installation of child seats, and
checks each seat for recalls. By partnering with local technicians from other safety
organizations, twenty-five events were hosted throughout the month. The program
was well received with 279 seats checked by month end. A 99-percent misuse rate
was noted during the activities.

Buckle Up and Drive Smart
Are Folks Buckling Up in Your County?

Primary seatbelt enforcement began January 1, 2007, alowing unbuckled motorists to be pulled over and fined
$25 for aviolation of the law. As of February 28, 2007, there were 96 fatalities on Kentucky’ s roadways and 57 of those
victims were not wearing a seatbelt.

Please take a few moments to review the chart below. How many people are wearing seatbeltsin your county?
Highway safety is ashared responsibility. Buckle up and remind others to do the same. If you would like to make a
difference in your county, please contact the Division of Traffic Safety Research and Education at (502) 564-1438. The
Division offers many Drive Smart strategies from a coordinated highway blitz, radar trailersto educational seminars.

2006 COUNTY SAFETY BELT USAGE RATES
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Agencnes Join Together for US 31 W
Operation Drive Smart Corridor Blitz

\

The US 31 W Operation Drive Smart Corridor

Blitz was recently held February 26 - March 4, 2007. Six-
teen agencies joined forces for the Blitz in Simpson, War-
ren, Edmonson, Barren and Hart Counties. The participat-
ing agencies included the Kentucky State Police, Ken-
tucky Vehicle Enforcement, Bowling Green Police Depart-
e ment, Warren County Sheriff's Department, Western Ken-

¥ tucky University Police Department, Smith’s Grove Police
Y Department, Woodburn Police Department, Park City
Police Department, Simpson County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, the Franklin Police Department, Edmonson County
Sheriff's Department, Barren County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, Cave City Police Department, Horse Cave Police
Department, Hart County Sheriff’s Office and the Mun-
fordville Police Department.

Officers posted roadbl ocks from the Kentucky-Tennessee
line north through Hart County. The officers checked for drivers' seatbelt use, those driving
under the influence, and properly fastened child seats. The Blitz was planned after a study
showed the highway has a high rate of injuries and fatalities. The effort also included edu-
cational initiatives to inform drivers of speed limits and other safety precautions. The Blitz
provides a perfect example of a community coming together to reduce fataities and injuries
inan area. In their first year, the US 31W team had a 14% reduction in fatalities and inju-
ries.

Pictured: Jeff
Moore, District 3
Highway office,
reminds everyone
that the purpose
of the Blitz is to
reinforce safer
driving behavior.
Warren East High and Edmonson County High Schools also participated in this
community effort by teaching drivers safety and encouraging teensto buckle up. The
schools aso posted Buckle Up signs. The signs serve as areminder to students to Buckle
Up and Drive Smart as they |leave the school parking lot each day. Seat belt surveys were
conducted at each of the schools. In addition, the surveys will be completed again in three
months after safety programs have been conducted at each school. ]
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Warren East
High School
proudly
displays
Buckle Up
Sign. The
school
continues to
monitor and
encourage
seatbelt use
among teens.
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Young Drivers

Did you know motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death of
teenagers? Young drivers are twice as likely as adult drivers to be killed in a
crash. Many young drivers perceive a driver's license as a ticket to freedom and

CABINET do not realize driving is a privilege, not a right. It comes with a responsibility to

Kentucky Safety Facts

keep themselves and others safe on the roadway.
Five Major Factors Contributing To Young Driver Crashes

The term young drivers usually refers to drivers under the age of 21. Teenage
drivers represent only 6% of Kentucky's total driving population. Young drivers
are involved in 20% of total collisions, 21% of total injury collisions, and 16% of
total fatal collisions.

1. Driver Distraction and Inattention:
¢ Talking to passengers
Using a cell phone
Changing the CD/radio
Eating and drinking
Daydreaming
These types of activities led to 28,025 collisions, resulting in 9,829 injuries and 80 fatalities.*

2. Speeding & Aggressive Driving:
¢ risk-taking behavior
¢ ignoring the posted speed limit
¢ following too close
e weaving in-and-out of traffic
These types of activities led to 4,530 collisions, resulting in 1,856 injuries and 74 fatalities.*

3. Lack of Driving Experience & Inadequate Driving Skills:
¢ misjudgment
« driving too fast for road conditions
¢ not under proper control
« over correcting/oversteering
These types of activities led to 17,355 collisions, resulting in 9,000 injuries and 248 fatalities.*

4. Impaired Driving:
¢ drugs
¢ alcohol
¢ prescription and non-prescription medication
o fatigue
These types of activities led to 2,323 collisions, resulting in 1,711 injuries and 66 fatalities.*

5. Low Seatbelt Use:

Seatbelt use is one of the most effective measures to decrease injuries and deaths in a
crash; unfortunately, teens are less likely to be buckled up than any other age group.
Over 61% of the young drivers Killed were not wearing a seathelt.*

*Statistics (2003 through 2005)



Primary Seatbelt Law

Kentucky has a primary seatbelt law, meaning all drivers AND passengers must be restrained
while in the vehicle. A fine of $25 will be given for each person that is not restrained.

Graduated Driver’s License

Recently, enhancements were made to the way new drivers obtain a driver's license. This law,
enacted in an effort to reduce teenage driving fatalities and injuries, seeks to control high-risk
situations new drivers commonly face and motivate new drivers to drive safely. For more
information, visit http:/drlic.kytc.ky.gov/Grad/.

Distracted Driving

For teenage drivers, the risk of a crash increases with each passenger. Conversations with friends
and family cause drivers to take attention off the road. Cell phone use, changing a CD or radio
station, eating and drinking, and grooming while driving is also dangerous. Mix these distractions
with an inexperienced driver and that is a deadly combination! If under 18, make sure to follow the
passenger restrictions under the Graduated Driver's License law.

Underage Drinking

Once a person takes a drink, impairment begins. Alcohol slows reflexes, weakens coordination,
blurs eyesight, gives a false sense of being in control and leads to risky decision-making.

All states have ZERO TOLERANCE laws, meaning it is illegal for people under the age of 21 to
drive after drinking any amount of alcohol.

Being convicted of driving under the influence (DUI) has serious consequences. It may lead to jail
time, losing your license, an increase in insurance, payment of fines and court costs. Most
importantly, it could cause serious injury or death.

For more information:

AAA Exchange: www.aaapublicaffairs.com

AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety. www.aaafoundation.org

Drivers.com: www.drivers. com/ftopic/8/

Driving Skills for Life: www.drivingskillsforlife.com

How's My Driving? Teen Safety Program: www.howsmydriving.com/drivedlife. nsf

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet practice driver's exam: http://kentucky.govikytc/practicedriversexam/

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: www.nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/youngdriverstsfo5. pdf
National Safety Council: www.nsc.orgflibrary/facts/yngdrive.htm

National Safety Council Defensive Driving Course: www.nsc.org/train/ddc/student/alive25.cfm
Smart Drivers Just Drive: www. distracteddriving.org

Students Against Drunk Driving: www.sadd.org

TeenDriving.Com: www . teendriving.com

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet : highwaysafety ky.gov
Department of Transportation Safety e D RSN 1-888-374-8768




/

g I I I IS S IS S S B B B B e .

MARCH ISSUE

PAGE 7

KYTC Announces Highway Hazard Hotline
Operators and Equipment Standing By at 1-800-728-2448

Temperatures are fluctuating, birds are singing,
and Punxsutawney Phil saysthere' s only 3 weeks left
until it’s springtime in the Commonwealth. Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet (KY TC) highway crews are set-
ting their sights on eliminating highway hazards and the
KYTC isasking for the public’s help. You can help to
inform the cabinet of any highway hazards in your area
by calling the Highway Hazard Hotline at 1-800-728-
2448.

“With our toll-free line, motorists have a direct
way to report maintenance concerns or other hazards
they see along our state highways,” Secretary of Trans-
portation Bill Nighbert said. “Since our state highway
crews can't be everywhere at all times, we depend on
driversto inform us of the needs that are out there. This
isone way we can all work together to help fulfill Gov-
ernor Ernie Fletcher’ s directive to make our roads safer.
We grestly appreciate the public’s involvement in our
Highway Hazard Hotline.”

The Highway Hazard Hotline, 1-800-728-2448,
isanswered 24 hour a day, seven days aweek by Trans-
portation Operations Center personnel. The hotlineis
available throughout the year for the public to report
problems with state maintained highways.

“When we receive a call, we ask for the location
of the problem, the name or number of the state highway
and either amile point or landmark,” says Commissioner
of Highways Marc Williams. “That way our crews can
act quickly, respond to the concern, and remedy the
situation on the state roadway.”

“It’s everyone' s responsibility to make our roads
as safe as possible,” continued Tim Hazlette, Commis-
sioner of the KYTC's Department of Transportation
Safety. “Our highway hazard hotlineis an easy way for
people to get involved and help get hazards off our road-

ways.”

The Transportation Cabinet spends $230 million
each year to maintain our state highways. That figure
includes activities like snow and ice removal, tree and
brush removal, mowing and litter removal, bridge repair,
roadway striping, and traffic signal repair among other
activities.

“One of the most evident maintenance efforts
thistime of the year is pothole patching,” concluded
Chuck Knowles, Executive Director for System Preser-
vation and Operations. “Potholes occur because of the
freezing and thawing cycle. ldentifying potholes on
state roads isjust one of the many ways the public can
help us eliminate highway hazards by calling our hotline
at 1-800-728-2448.”

9 N\
Need Help? Posters Available to Assist You |
The Department of Transportation Safety recently devel oped posters to assist motorists. The poster featured bel ow, I
front and back respectively, are available by calling (502) 564-1438. |
|
If you are involved in a crash: l
P 1f no one is visibly injured, move vehicle to the shoulder or off the I
interstate or parkway (KRS 189.580)
P Call police I
» Exchange information
If you have a disabled vehicle: I
» Move vehicle off the roadway if possible and stay in the vehicle I
> Turn on emergency flashers
P Place this sign in the rear window and raise hood to request aid I
» If unable to move the vehicle from the roadway, stand away from the
vehicle I
|
For roadway emergencies, call For police assistance, call I
1-800-728-2448 1-888-222-5555 I
Kentucky Department of Transportation Safety
hrtp://highwaysafety. ky.gov I
T
Kentucky™ ,

~
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Traffic Congestion, Gridlock ... Relief is on the Way!

Inter-Agency Task Force Formalizes Agreement for
“Quick Clearance” Procedures in Kentucky

Kentucky highway safety professionals recently
met in Frankfort to formalize a pact aimed at reducing
delays on the Commonwealth’ sinterstates and parkways
during highway incidents. Improving the safety of mo-
torists and first respondersis a key component of the
plan.

The agreement makes official the formation of
the Incident Management Task Force (IMTF). The
group will work to implement the following goals, as
outlined in Kentucky Highway Incident Management
Strategic Plan:

e Improve safety for first responders, highway work-
ers, and motorists

e Reducetraffic delays
e Improve motorists awareness of highway incidents

e Improve responder and highway worker prepared-
ness

The Incident Management Task Force will func-
tion under the authority of the Governor’s Executive
Committee on Highway Safety. “Governor Fletcher is
concerned about highway safety. The mission of this
task force makes saving lives on Kentucky’ s roadways
its number one goal,” said Bill Nighbert, Secretary of the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC). “Weare
also acutely aware of the negative economic impact that
long delays can cause. With these important considera-
tions in mind, this administration wants Kentucky to
develop the standards for the rest of the nation to follow
for effective highways incident management.”

Tim Hazlette, Commissioner of the KYTC De-
partment of Transportation Safety, is both a member of
the IMTF and chair of the Governor’ s Executive Com-
mittee on Highway Safety. “Attitudes and established
beliefs have played an enormous rolein the way the
public has aways responded to highway incidents,”
Commissioner Hazlette observed. “When alot of us
learned to drive, we were taught not to move our vehicle
after acollision. We were instructed to wait until police
arrived. We now know that, because of the secondary

SAFETY CONNECTION

crash factor, moving vehicles that have been involved in
acollision can save lives, not to mention helping clear
up congestion. Thisis the message we intend to get out
to the public: ‘If there are no injuries involved, the right
thing to do is move your vehicle to the side of the
road.””

Improving the performance of first respondersis
also amajor goal of the IMTF. Deputy State Highway
Engineer Chuck Knowles chairs the Incident Manage-
ment Task Force. “Saving lives and property will al-
ways be at the top of any first responder’s priority list,”
Knowles said. “We also want to move traffic flow way
up to thetop of that list.” With that goa in mind, the
Task Force will use a number of performance measures
to gauge progress on “Quick Clearance.” The Task
Force also plans to offer workshops for first responders.

Kentucky State Police Commissioner Jack Ad-
ams praised the formation and work of the IMTF.
“Kentucky’s plan to provide multi-agency, coordinated
responses to highway incidents will result in increased
safety for first responders and victims of an incident, as
well as for other motorists traveling through the incident
area. TheKentucky State Policeis pleased to join with
all Task Force membersin working toward this goal.”

Another participant on the IMTF is the Towing
and Recovery Assaciation of Kentucky. “Thisisagreat
example of government agencies and the private sector
coming together to achieve some very important goals,”
said Association President Scott Burrows. “We' re very
proud to be asignatory to thislandmark agreement,
which will improve safety for motorists and first re-
sponders, and will reduce costly travel delaysin Ken-
tucky.”

The Task Force has been meeting and formul at-
ing action plans since March 2006. The KYTC origi-
nally funded a study by the Kentucky Transportation
Center to develop a strategic plan for highway incident
management. The Transportation Center continues to
serve the Task Force in an organization and support role.
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Transportation Operations Center Works With Local
Agencies To Keep Traffic Moving and Public Aware
Through 511 Service

Lexington-Fayette Urban County
Government Sets Example

The Division of Traffic Assistance and Security
has taken on the challenge to better assist the publicin
devel oping more precise travel and traffic information.
The Transportation Operation Center is equipped 24
hours aday, 7 days aweek with personnel adding up-to-
date information to 511. However, we realize we are not
receiving information from enough agencies throughout
the Commonwealth to have complete and accurate cov-

erage.

Director Mark Stapleton recently set out to meet
with several county judges and other county/city agen-
ciesto take the opportunity to discuss the vital role 511
playsin personal lives and commercial businessesin
their areas. AsMark stated, “With all agencies cooper- /T T -- —_—

ating with one another, we can keep the traffic informa- Service W|th A Sm||e —_

tion flowing and the public better informed.” This type
of cooperation and information gathering is vital to our SAFE Patrol Continues to
Receive Praise

continued success. In turn al the citizens traveling
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet Secretary,

within the Commonwealth will benefit from our ser-
vices. In today’ s fast pace life style, by providing up-
dated traffic information, not only may we save the pub-
lic timein their hectic schedules, we may even prevent
injuries and/or deaths near traffic incident sites on our
highways.

| am sending this email to inform you that Chester Tipton of
the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s Division of Traffic
Operations came to my aid when | ran out of gas on the

. . ) Interstate in Frankfort on January 25.
One such agency which Director Stapleton dis-

cussed the benefits is L exington-Fayette Urban County
Government. By the next day, our TOC was receiving
real time information concerning traffic accidents, lane
closures and congestion in the Lexington area. With this
type of cooperation between local and state agencies, the
Transportation Operation Center was able to provide the
LFUCG Traffic Information Center with regiona reports
of traffic incidentsin surrounding counties, which could
affect traffic flow in the Lexington area. With thistype
of regional information sharing, it allows the LFUCG to
disseminate more traffic information to their constitu-

Histimeliness and large heart hel ped me continue on my
path to Chicago, where | have moved from Georgia.

I have as much common sense as a basketball. | walked
approximately a half-mile to the BP station, bought a gas
container and filled it. Later, at my car, | did not know how
to get the gas from the container into my car. Fortunately,
that iswhen Mr. Tipton arrived. He fueled up my car with
enough gas to get me back to the gas station, where |
promptly topped off my tank.

| am forever grateful to Mr. Tipton and the Commonwealth

ents. If other city and county agencies cooperate as of Kentucky for this kind deed.

quickly as LFUCG, we will be able to assist travelers Thank you,

with informed decisions on designation changes and . .
Jim Currier

- e e o S S O S S S S DS D S S B e e e s .

possibly keep them out of harm’sway.
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Log on: highwaysafety.ky.gov

April 2007 Events
Work Zone Safety Month—Signs of Change

Kentucky Lifesavers Conference, April 23-25, Galt House Hotel, Louisville, Ky.

The St. Francis of Assisi School Tours TOC

On January 31, 2006, the sixth grade class of the St. Francis of Assisi School, Pikeville, traveled to Frankfort to
tour the Transportation Operations Center (TOC). The class, joined by their parents and teachers, toured the TOC media
room. Mrs. Bishop, the 6™ grade class teacher, was very complimentary of the tour. She said, “The representatives from
the Cabinet were very informative and provided the kids a glimpse into the daily activities performed by the Transporta-
tion Operation Center.”

The Transportation Operations Center personnel gave an overview of their responsibility to receive, evaluate and
dispatch information related to Kentucky weather advisories, traffic delays, and other travel information. They also dis-
cussed services provided, such as the 511 traveler advisory telephone service, and the Safety Assistance for Freeway
Emergencies (SAFE) Patrol. Other topics the children found of interest were the interactive maps, closed circuit televi-
sion cameras, dynamic message signs, roadway sensors
and Information Technology Service capabilities. The par-
ents were very interested in the SAFE patrol program and
the amber alert capabilities.

Both parents and teachers were very impressed
with the TOC and said it was the highlight of the trip! One
parent commented she was very surprised at how advanced
Kentucky seemed to bein thisfield, and was proud that the
state was one of the leadersin thisarea. The teacher, Mrs.
Bishop said, “I am glad the children were able to see op-
portunities for careers and the wide spectrum of jobs the
Cabinet has to offer. It also gave an educational perspec-
tive highlighting the importance of computer and commu-
nications technologies.” Sr. Kathleen, St. Francis's princi-
pal, also wanted to relay her appreciation for alowing the
school to tour the TOC.




